
	

January	13,	2015	
	
AN	OPEN	LETTER	TO	CONGRESS	FROM	THE	NATION’S	MAYORS	ON	CRIMINAL	

JUSTICE	REFORM	
	
Dear	Members	of	the	U.S.	House	of	Representatives	and	U.S.	Senate:	
	
We	write	to	register	the	strong	support	of	the	nation’s	mayors	for	quick	passage	of	
bipartisan	legislation	under	consideration	in	Congress	that	would	bring	needed	
reforms	to	the	criminal	justice	system.			
	
Bills	pending	in	both	the	House	and	the	Senate	would	address	decades	of	serious	
inequities	in	federal	sentencing	for	certain	drug	offenders,	target	violent	criminals,	
and	grant	judges	greater	discretion	at	sentencing	for	lower-level	drug	crimes.			They	
would	provide	for	enhanced	mandatory	minimums	and	sentences	for	certain	
firearm	offenses	and	apply	the	Fair	Sentencing	Act	of	2010	retroactively.		The	
Senate	bill	also	contains	provisions	intended	to	reduce	recidivism	by	helping	federal	
prisoners	successfully	re-enter	society	–	provisions	that	we	believe	are	essential	to	
meaningful	justice	reform.	
	
The	U.S.	Conference	of	Mayors	is	a	bipartisan	organization	and	we	are	especially	
pleased	to	be	urging	support	of	bipartisan	legislation	that	addresses	a	critical	
problem	in	this	country.		In	November,	the	leadership	of	the	U.S.	Conference	of	
Mayors	approved	an	emergency	policy	resolution	offered	by	Conference	President	
and	Baltimore	Mayor	Stephanie	Rawlings-Blake	that	calls	for	reform	of	the	criminal	
justice	system	consistent	with	bipartisan	legislation	(S.	2123)	that	had	been	
reported	out	of	the	Senate	Judiciary	Committee.		It	is	unusual	for	our	Executive	
Committee	to	take	such	action	and	the	fact	it	did	speaks	to	the	importance	that	
mayors	place	on	passage	of	such	legislation.		
	
This	sorely	needed	legislation	has	broad	support	and	is	important	to	our	cities,	our	
residents,	and	our	nation.		We	are	committed	to	seeing	such	criminal	justice	reform	
legislation	enacted	into	law	as	early	as	possible	this	year.		We	urge	Congress	to	
move	quickly	to	consider	it,	and	we	urge	you	to	support	it	when	it	comes	up	for	a	
vote.	
	
Sincerely,	
	
Stephanie	Rawlings-Blake,	Mayor	of	Baltimore,	President	
Mick	Cornett,	Mayor	of	Oklahoma	City,	OK,	Vice	President	
Mitchell	J.	Landrieu,	Mayor	of	New	Orleans,	LA,	Second	Vice	President	
Kevin	Johnson,	Mayor	of	Sacramento,	CA,	Past	President	
Elizabeth	B.	Kautz,	Mayor	of	Burnsville,	MN,	Past	President	



	

Daniel	Horrigan,	Mayor	of	Akron,	OH	
Allison	Silberberg,	Mayor	of	Alexandria,	VA	
Ed	Pawlowski,	Mayor	of	Allentown,	PA	
Hardie	Davis	Jr.,	Mayor	of	Augusta,	GA	
Steve	Adler,	Mayor	of	Austin,	TX	
Kathleen	Newsham,	Mayor	of	Bay	City,	MI	
Becky	Ames,	Mayor	of	Beaumont,	TX	
William	Bell,	Mayor	of	Birmingham,	AL	
David	Bieter,	Mayor	of	Boise,	ID	
Martin	J.	Walsh,	Mayor	of	Boston,	MA	
William	Moehle,	Mayor	of	Brighton,	NY	
Tim	Willson,	Mayor	of	Brooklyn	Center,	MN	
Edwin	Garcia-Feliciano,	Mayor	of	Camuy,	PR	
James	Brainard,	Mayor	of	Carmel,	IN	
Jennifer	Roberts,	Mayor	of	Charlotte,	NC	
Rahm	Emanuel,	Mayor	of	Chicago,	IL	
Stephen	Benjamin,	Mayor	of	Columbia,	SC	
Andrew	Ginther,	Mayor	of	Columbus,	OH	
Nelda	Martinez,	Mayor	of	Corpus	Christi,	TX	
Peggy	Bell,	Mayor	of	Cutler	Bay,	FL	
Mike	Rawlings,	Mayor	of	Dallas,	TX	
William	Bell,	Mayor	of	Durham,	NC	
Marcia	Leclerc,	Mayor	of	East	Hartford,	CT	
Lester	E.	Taylor	III,	Mayor	of	East	Orange,	NJ	
Carlo	DeMaria,	Mayor	of	Everett,	MA	
Timothy	Mahoney,	Mayor	of	Fargo,	ND	
Karen	Freeman-Wilson,	Mayor	of	Gary,	IN	
Thomas	Norton,	Mayor	of	Greeley,	CO	
Shane	Bemis,	Mayor	of	Gresham,	OR	
Joy	Cooper,	Mayor	of	Hallandale	Beach,	FL	
Wayne	Hall,	Mayor	of	Hempstead,	NY	
Alex	Morse,	Mayor	of	Holyoke,	MA	
Jim	Throgmorton,	Mayor	of	Iowa	City,	IA	
Sylvester	James,	Mayor	of	Kansas	City,	MO	
Adam	Paul,	Mayor	of	Lakewood,	CO	
J.	Richard	Gray,	Mayor	of	Lancaster,	PA	
Pete	Saenz,	Mayor	of	Laredo,	TX	
Steven	Collier,	Mayor	of	Lawrence,	IN	
David	Berger,	Mayor	of	Lima,	OH	
Mark	Stodola,	Mayor	of	Little	Rock,	AR	
Eric	Garcetti,	Mayor	of	Los	Angeles,	CA	
Greg	Fischer,	Mayor	of	Louisville,	KY	
Paul	Soglin,	Mayor	of	Madison,	WI	
Wayne	Messam,	Mayor	of	Miramar,	FL	
Toni	Harp,	Mayor	of	New	Haven,	CT	
Bill	de	Blasio,	Mayor	of	New	York,	NY	
Paul	Dyster,	Mayor	of	Niagara	Falls,	NY	
Libby	Schaaf,	Mayor	of	Oakland,	CA	
Buddy	Dyer,	Mayor	of	Orlando,	FL	
Frank	Ortis,	Mayor	of	Pembroke	Pines,	FL	

Wayne	Myers,	Mayor	of	Petersburg,	VA	
James	Kenney,	Mayor	of	Philadelphia,	PA	
Greg	Stanton,	Mayor	of	Phoenix,	AZ	
William	Peduto,	Mayor	of	Pittsburgh,	PA	
Bill	Gillespie,	Mayor	of	Prattville,	AL	
Jorge	Elorza,	Mayor	of	Providence,	RI	
Ardell	Brede,	Mayor	of	Rochester,	MN	
Lovely	Warren,	Mayor	of	Rochester,	NY	
Bridget	Donnell	Newton,	Mayor	of	Rockville,	MD	
Jacqueline	Izzo,	Mayor	of	Rome,	NY	
Jim	Ellison,	Mayor	of	Royal	Oak,	MI	
Jackie	Biskupski,	Mayor	of	Salt	Lake	City,	UT	
Ivy	Taylor,	Mayor	of	San	Antonio,	TX	
Ed	Lee,	Mayor	of	San	Francisco,	CA	
Sam	Liccardo,	Mayor	of	San	Jose,	CA	
Miguel	Pulido,	Mayor	of	Santa	Ana,	CA	
Helene	Schneider,	Mayor	of	Santa	Barbara,	CA	
Gary	McCarthy,	Mayor	of	Schenectady,	NY	
Edward	Murray,	Mayor	of	Seattle,	WA	
Jeffrey	Slavin,	Mayor	of	Somerset,	MD	
Francis	Slay,	Mayor	of	St.	Louis,	MO	
Elizabeth	Goreham,	Mayor	of	State	College,	PA	
Marilyn	Strickland,	Mayor	of	Tacoma,	WA	
Paula	Hicks-Hudson,	Mayor	of	Toledo,	OH	
Carol	Dutra-Vernaci,	Mayor	of	Union	City,	CA	
Manuel	Figueiredo,	Mayor	of	Union	Township,	NJ	
Bradley	Sellers,	Mayor	of	Warrensville	Heights,	OH	
Muriel	E.	Bowser,	Mayor	of	Washington,	DC	
Christopher	Cabaldon,	Mayor	of	West	Sacramento,	CA	
Tom	Stallard,	Mayor	of	Woodland,	CA	
John	McNally,	Mayor	of	Youngstown,	OH	


